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Session Survey Instructions
At the end of each session, you will 
be given 5 minutes to complete the 
session survey.
• Complete the survey using the 

mobile app or paper versions
• Provide the paper surveys to the 

room moderator or to the 
BetterBuiltNW table

• We appreciate your feedback
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Complete the Session Survey
Providing Energy 
Consultation to Builders: 
An Open Discussion on 
the Value of Design 
Charrettes 
• Greg Lasher 
• Ryan Clemmer
• Tony Marnella
• Tyler Moffet
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Panelists
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Ryan Clemmer: HVAC

Tony Marnella: Builder

Tyler Moffet: Rater
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What is a Design Charrette?
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So, a Builder, an HVAC 
designer, and a Rater walk into 
a meeting room…
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What is a Design Charrette?
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charrette (shar-ette') n. 1. A small cart. 2. A collection of ideas. 
During the 19th century, students of l’Ecole des Beaux Arts in 
Paris would ride in the cart sent to retrieve their final art and 
architecture projects. While en route to the school in the cart, 
students frantically worked together to complete or improve 
these projects. The meaning of the word has evolved to imply a 
collection of ideas or a session of intense brainstorming. 3. An 
intensely focused activity intended to build consensus among 
participants, develop specific design goals and solutions for a 
project, and motivate participants and stakeholders to be 
committed to reaching those goals. Participants represent all 
those who can influence the project design decisions. [Fr. 
charrette] 
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Keys to a successful charette
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1. The meeting needs a Champion
2. The earlier in the design process, the 
better
3. Avoiding “reporting” behavior
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Benefits of a charette
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1. Save time and money adopting a new 
process
2. Set measurable goals
3. Provide understanding for the changes
4. Identify problems early and solve them
And, oh yeah, the structure will be more 
efficient.
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Questions for the Panel
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Greg Lasher
TRC Energy Services

glasher@trccompanies.com
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